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[CFRE to prepare DPR for rejuvenation of 13 major rivers

N Staff Reporter

MINISTRY of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) has assigned Indian
Council of Forestry Research and
Education (ICFRE) to prepare
detailed project report (DPR) for
rejuvenation of 13 major Indian
rivers through forestry interven-
tions. The task for preparation of
DPR of river Narmada has been
allocated to Tropical Forest
Research Institute, (TFRI)
Jabalpur. To initiate the work, a
consultative meeting is being
organized at TFRI, Jabalpur on
May 31. Officials from various
central and state government
departments vizNarmada valley
Development authority, Rani

River Narmada with its polluted banks at Gwarighat.
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Sagar Project,

Irrigation, Forest, Agriculture, and

Tourism Department, Madhya
Pradesh State Pollution Control
and Electricity Board, Fisheries
and ‘Tribal Development
Department, Indian Bureau of
Mines, Zoological SurveyofIndia,
Jabalpur, along with Vice
Chancellors, Professors and
Academicians from different
Universities will be participating
in the meeting. Significant dig-
nitarieslike Rajesh BahugunaIAS,
Divisional Commissioner,
Jabalpur, R D Mahala, IFS, Chief
Conservator of Forest, Jabalpur
and Rajendra Rai,
Chief Executive Officer, Jabalpur
Development Authority will also
be present to participate and
share their valuable suggestions
during the meeting.
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TFRI holds meeting over preparing
DPR for rejuvenation of river Narmada

W Staff Reporter

ADOPTING holistic approach, a
multi-departmental consultative
meeting was organized by
Tropical Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur to prepare Detailed
Project Report (DPR) for rejuve-
nation of river Narmada through
forestry interventions.

Dr. G. Rajeshwar Rao, ARS,
Director TFRI welcomed the
guests and requested to incor-
porate scientific and technical
suggestions in their respective
fields. C. Behera, IFS and Nodal
Officer of the project presented
overview about theland use pat-
ternaround Narmada, scopeand
objectives of the work. He also
briefed about incorporation of
successful forestry related mod-
els for natural, agricultural and
urban landscapes. Experts from
various central and state gov-
ernment departments viz.,
Narmada Valley Development
Authority, Rani Avanti Bai Sagar
Project, Irrigation, Forest,
Fisheries and Agriculture
Departments, Madhya Pradesh
State Pollution Control and
Electricity Boards, and Tribal
Development Department,
Zoological Surveyof India,
Jabalpur along with Vice
Chancellor, Professors, Scientists
from ICAR institutes like DWR
and NBSS&LUP and

Multidepartmental consultative meeting for preparation of DPR for
rejuvination River Narmada at TFRI, Jabalpur

Academicians from different
Universities shared their views,
experiences and constrains about
workingwithregard to Narmada.

Prof. P.D.Juyal, Vice Chancellor,
Nanaji Deshmukh Veterinary
Science University (NDVS),
Jabalpur chaired the session. Dr.
Giridhar Rao, PCCF and Director,
State Forest Research Institute,
Jabalpur suggested to identify
perennial nature before identi-
fying the tributaries under study.
He also suggested to incorporate
plantation of grasses, herbs and
shrubs beside trees for restora-
tion of open forests around
Narmada. Dr. P K. Shukla, IFS,
Regional Director RCFC, Central
region, Jabalpur, gave his valu-

able suggestions and asked to
incorporate ground truthing
besiderelyingon secondarydata.
Further, He suggested use of
indigenous species and incor-
poration of bamboos, medicinal
plants, fodder and fuel-wood
species in private land around
Narmada. Dr. S. Nayak, Director,
Extension services, NDVS
University, suggested to incor-
porate fodderspeciesin the plan-
tations S. K. Sinha, Asst. Director
KanhaTiger Reserve evoked con-
cernaboutchangeinlanduse pat-
ternin thebufferzonesofnation-
al parks of Madhya Pradesh and
incorporation of agroforestry
models formoisture conservation
measures. Various other officers

assured to provide their cooper-
ation and support. Other digni-
taries Dr. V.S. Gigimon, HoD,
Dharmashastra National Law
University, Jabalpur, Dr. R. K.
Grover,Jabalpur engineering col-
lege, Dr. M.S. Raghuwanshi,
NBSS&LUP, ICAR, Nagpur, Dr.
Sushil Kumar, DWR and Dr.
Sambath, ZSI were also present
at the meeting besides officials
of M.P. state government forum,
PWD, Revenue, Municipal
DepartmentAuthority, Irrigation
engineersetc. Dr.S.D. Upadhyay,
JNKVVJabalpurassured support
for various agroforestry and
medicinal plant related models
to bring non productive grass-
lands into productive Silvi-pas-
ture systems.

He also assured to share find-
ings of rare endangered species
and riparian vegetation work of
JNKVV.Various organisations also
raised concern about discharge
of untreated sewage water in the
river and its effect on quality of
water, promotion ofbiogas plants
and organic fertilizers to min-
imisedischarge ofharmful chem-
icals in the river and phyto and
bioremediation through native
species.

The programme was com-
peered by Dr. Fatima Shirin and
vote of thanks was delivered by
Dr. PB. Meshram, Group
Coordinator Research, TFRI.
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